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Beshear signs bill
approving new
campus building

CAMPUS
CONVERGENCE

TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Gov. Steve Beshear signed the agency bond bill last Thursday that will
allow WKU to sell bonds to fund the
Honors College and International
Center.
President Gary Ransdell said he had
no doubt the governor would sign the
bill once it passed through the House
and the senate, since the governor has
advocated the bill in the past.
The agency bond bill combined 11
construction projects from six different universities for the first time,
rather than each university doing it
individually, and Ransdell could see
this happening again.
“This worked well,” Ransdell said.
“The universities worked well together.”
The bill only sought approval to sell
bonds; the universities were not requesting money to fund the project.
They had to have a revenue stream to
fund the projects themselves.
For WKU, this revenue stream will
SEE HEATING PAGE 2

Campus implements
more environmentally
friendly heating system
JACKSON FRENCH
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU’s switch from coal to natural
gas to power its heating system has
led to a lessened carbon footprint for
the school.
Dale Dyer, Facilities Operations
manager, said WKU’s two coal boilers, which were once used to heat
the buildings on campus and provide
them with hot water, were replaced
with gas boilers in 2010 and 2011, respectively.
He said the school began making
the switch two years ago in anticipation of new Environmental Protection
Agency regulations.
“The EPA has gotten very strict about
sulfur emissions,” Dyer said. “Without
additional investment and additional
equipment, Western’s boilers wouldn’t
meet the new emissions rules.”
Dyer said the Maximum Achievable Control Technologies standard, a
new EPA regulation designed to limit
greenhouse gas emissions, went into
effect in November.
SEE HEATING PAGE 2

Transylvania University students Alexis Carey, Maria Starck and Katelyn Long chat during a break for lunch at the WKU Farm
to Campus Convergence on Saturday. College students from around Kentucky traveled to WKU in order to help come up
with solutions for environmental issues on their own campuses. SETH FISCHER/HERALD

Kentucky students
promote local food

Real Food Challenge regional representative Carmen Black conducts Farm to Campus
Convergence workshops at the WKU Faculty House on Saturday. “The idea is to bring
folks from Bowling Green and other communities to continue to reach out about local
and real food,” Black said. PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

WKUHERALD.com
BASKETBALL GALLERY
CHECK OUT THE HERALD'S
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TUE 52°/39°

WED 45°/34°

MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU Americans for Informed Democracy organized a dinner and conference to encourage students — and
the companies whose food they eat —
to consume more local food.
Louisville junior Molly Kaviar, an organizer of the event with WKU AID,
said in the past, the group has done a
big fair trade movement.
“And so, for me personally, it’s important to know where my food is coming
from and to know that my purchasing
dollars are going to responsible things,”
Kaviar said.
The weekend kicked off with a dinner
in the Faculty House made up of food
grown locally. The dinner included
speeches from local farmers.
“We are just trying to promote local,
sustainable food on campus and local
businesses,” Kaviar said.
The weekend continued with the
Farm to Campus Convergence. It featured speakers giving advice on how to
make an impact on what campus dining halls serve, as well as a look at how
the food industry operates.
One of the conference’s goals was to
help students push for more local food
in campus dining halls.
SEE CONVERGENCE PAGE 2

SGA

OSCARS

SOFTBALL

SGA TABLES ITS
SECOND GRADING
SYSTEM RESOLUTION
PAGE 3

COLUMNISTS
DISCUSS THE
BIGGEST OSCAR
SURPRISES AND
WINNERS
PAGE 6

TYRA PERRY BECOMES
THE WINNINGEST
SOFTBALL COACH IN
WKU HISTORY
PAGE 8

THU 41°/34°

FRI 43°/32°

2

FEBRUARY 26, 2013 • COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • WKUHERALD.COM

CONVERGENCE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Students from outside Bowling Green
came in for the convergence, including
people from Transylvania University,
the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, Murray State University and St.
Joseph’s College in Indiana.
St. Joseph’s College junior Danny
Crider said they were trying to do more
things for sustainability.
“This is our first semester with a sustainability minor, and we just built a
greenhouse,” Crider said.
One of the methods suggested for
more sustainability in food was the
Real Food Challenge, which promotes
food that is fair, humane, local and ecologically sound, according to regional
organizer Carmen Black, who began
promoting local food after seeing farmers near her hometown face difficulties.
Black, who is from Iowa, saw her
neighbors, who were farmers, suffering
trying to grow crops other than corn
and soy.

The Real Food Challenge aims for
schools that sign on to it to serve 20 percent of what the organization defines
as real food by 2020.
Sourcing food locally was also part of
the conference.
Speaker Sarah Fritschner of the Louisville Farm to Table Program feels sourcing food more locally helps to build
communities.
“If we can set up a local food system
where farmers can get paid for their
food, then it’s important,” she said.
“The farmers make a living. They pay
more taxes. We build our roads and
bridges and schools better because we
have more tax base.”
Kaviar agreed with Fritschner’s sentiments.
“When it comes to local food, I know
I’m supporting local business and the
local economy,” Kaviar said.
Auburn sophomore A.J. Stewart feels
that if making food on campus more
local happens, other things can as well.
“We can do this,” he said. “And if we
improve this aspect of life, living on
campus, we can make other things
happen. It’s a domino effect.”

“It had to grow and had
to be sufficient for us to
CONTINUED FROM FRONT be able to issue bonds
next year,” she said.
Because of this growth,
come from the Navitas program, a program there will be enough extra
geared toward preparing money from the program
international students for next year to pay for the
bonds to fund the projuniversity studies.
“So in this particular ect.
“We’re ready to move
case, using the out of
state differential for Navi- forward now that we have
tas students, we were able legislative authorization,”
to correlate that revenue Mead said.
Ransdell also said WKU
stream with this project
and it was a good match is ready to move along
and a dependable match with the Honors College
for the long term,” Rans- and International Center
plans now that the bill
dell said.
Because of to the suc- has passed.
“The architect is at work
cess and growth of both
the Honors College and designing the building
the growing population and we are in the process
of international students, of completing property
Ransdell said this is an acquisition, and that’s
been a little bit slower,
important project.
“I think this is clearly a more arduous process
strategic priority and an than I would’ve maybe
important new dimen- thought or liked, but it’s
moving along,” he said.
sion for WKU,” he said.
As far as property acAnn Mead, vice president for finance and ad- quisition, WKU is in neministration, said Navitas gotiations with Sigma Phi
Epsilon fraternity and Chi
enrollment has grown.
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Omega sorority to obtain
their properties.
The Sig Eps are currently raising money to
pay off their mortgage so
they can swap properties
with the university and
move to Cherry Hill Place,
which the university currently owns.
WKU is also working
with the Chi Os to find a
good property to buy that
they will then be able to
swap for the current Chi
O property.
The university met with
the owners of the apartment complex near the
Chi O and Sig Ep houses
last week, as they also
want to acquire that
property, and are starting
the appraisal process.
While Ransdell said
they weren’t necessarily interested in selling
the complex, the owners
understand the process
WKU is going through
and will entertain an offer.
“They’re working with
us,” he said.
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Transylvania University sophomore Katelyn Long records the ideas of her group
during an exercise at the Farm to Campus Convergence workshop on Saturday. The
workshops took place all day Saturday and discussed ways for students to eat locally
grown and raised foods. CASSIDY JOHNSON/HERALD

that they didn’t burn any coal, adding that the new heating source is 20
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
percent more efficient than WKU’s
previous coal-powered system, as
well as more cost-effective.
“It’s very much more energy-effi“They’ve really tightened up the
limits on sulfur oxide emissions, and cient,” Dyer said. “I mean, you basiit is going to restrict any coal-burn- cally move the needle from 65 percent efficiency from the coal boilers
ing facility,” Dyer said.
“We knew MACT was coming and to 85 percent efficiency for the gas.”
He also said WKU’s emissions have
as a university, we’ve always been as
green as we can possibly be,” Dyer been reduced to about half of what
said. “Getting the greenhouse gas they were when the school was beemissions cut in half was a goal that ing heated by coal boilers.
Dyer said the switch from coal to
we started out with several years
ago, so we were moving forward natural gas has made it easier to
operate the
with going
boilers.
to
natural
“There has
gas before
been a small
the
tightreduction
er
MACT
in staff,” he
rules.”
said. “These
John Ostwo
gas
borne, vice
boilers do
president
require less
of Campus
— John Osborne
attention.
Services and
Fa c i l i t i e s , President of campus services and facitilities Much of it is
highly autosaid the old
coal boilers have been replaced and mated.
“From an economic standpoint,
decommissioned.
Dyer said the old boilers will no natural gas is cheaper,” Dyer said.
Ann Mead, vice president for Filonger be on the EPA permit, which
means WKU can’t operate them un- nance and Administration, said
this change, along with other ender any circumstances.
The switch to natural gas, Osborne ergy initiatives, is making a positive
said, has been economically and en- impact on the utilities budget and
Osbourne isn’t requesting a budget
vironmentally beneficial.
“We are now saving money by con- increase for next year.
Osborne said in addition to the
verting to natural gas, and we are
relinquishing our permits to even switch to natural gas, there are projoperate with coal, so we have de- ects planned for the future that will
commissioned our coal boilers,” Os- continue to make WKU more environmentally responsible.
borne said.
“This is only one step of many that
“We are reducing our carbon footprint, and we are saving money,” he we are, as an institution, taking that
demonstrates our commitment to
said.
Dyer said last season was the first sustainability,” Osborne said.

HEATING
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We are reducing
our carbon
footprint, and we
are saving money.

Crime Reports
PRIVATE BALCONIES | JET SKI RENTALS
PARASAILING | HEATED POOL | 3 BEACH BARS
SUNDECK BAR | BEACH SNACK BARS

Lani Kai Beachfront Resort
(800) 237-6133
www.lanikaiislandresort.com

Reports
• Freshman Mary Catlett, Bemis
Lawrence Hall, reported someone
entered her unlocked dorm room
and stole her cell phone on Feb. 24.
The estimated value of the stolen
item is $120.
Arrests
• Police arrested Harrodsburg senior Robert I. Bosse for reckless driving and DUI after being observed
operating his vehicle heading South

in the North
crime map
bound lanes Forgoantointeractive
WKUHERALD.COM
of University
Blvd. on Feb.
24.
• Police arA
rested Bowling
Green
freshman Fahad Alhoomed for
disregarding a traffic light, reckless
driving, no operators license and
DUI on Feb. 23.
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SGA tables grading system resolution
SARAH STUKENBORG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Government Association tabled a plus-minus
grading system resolution at
its last meeting.
This grading system would
add plus and minus grades for
high or low As, Bs, Cs and Ds.
The author of the resolution,
Hannah Garland, who serves
as SGA’s Academic Affairs
committee chair, feels that
the plus-minus system would
not create a large lowering of
grades, and it would just make
student GPAs more exact.
“A lot of universities are starting to implement this policy,”
Garland said. “In the long run,
it might make us more competitive.”

SGA President Cory Dodds a more formal proposal in orsaid the resolution is going to der to learn more about the
be brought up within the next resolution, along with getting
few meetings.
students’ feelings
Dodds said SGA will
on it first.
try to set up a formal
“I would defipresentation regardnitely
like
a
ing the plus-minus
chance to talk to
grading system.
more students,”
The executive board
Mullins said.
of SGA has discussed
Most of the senpossibly adding the
ate agreed with
item to the spring
Mullins’ opinion,
ballot so the student
and they mobody can vote on it
tioned to table the
ALVEY
directly, Dodds said.
resolution.
Administrative
“It’s a major deciCain Alvey, adVice president
sion that’s going to
ministrative vice
affect every student at
president, said he
WKU,” he said.
is not in favor of a change to a
Mac Mullins, public relations plus-minus system.
committee chair, opposed the
“I don’t think that’s the best
resolution because he wanted thing to do for our students

right now,” he said.
Alvey said he isn’t sure which
way the SGA senate would
vote on the resolution, since
they have already tabled it for
now.
He also said the plus-minus
grading system idea started
being discussed in SGA’s Academic Affairs committee
around the time the valueadded grading system was
proposed by Provost Gordon
Emslie.
“It’s been in the works for a
while, and now they’re bringing it up,” Alvey said. “First,
they wanted to see how the
value-added resolution went
over.”
Alvey said he prefers the
value-added grading system
resolution over this one.

“It will hurt a lot more students than it will help,” Alvey
said.
Keyana Boka, administrative
vice president of SGA, said the
plus-minus grading system
resolution will remain tabled
until the author, Garland, puts
forth more facts for the senate
to evaluate.
“It’s just up to the senate
when it gets brought back up,”
Boka said.
Boka feels that it is tough for
her to take a stance on the system because there hasn’t been
enough information presented about it as of now.
“I have a very neutral stand,
because I’m more interested
in seeing how it turns out and
the consensus that the senate
reaches,” she said.

Academic Team advances to Nationals for the first time
The Academic Competition Club has
competed and advanced to the National Academic Quiz Tournaments Intercollegiate Championship Tournament
for the first time in WKU history.
The tournament will be hosted in
Chicago on April 13.
Huntsville, Ala. freshman Matthew
Riggle, Leitchfield senior Nick Conder,
Leitchfield junior Cole Phelps, Radcliff
junior Terence Donohue and Bowling
Green sophomore Joey Wallace, will
spend the coming weeks practicing,
studying and preparing to face schools
from all across the country and potentially some from overseas.
The team recently placed second in a
competition in St. Louis.
The team, having only been around
for four competition seasons, is advancing to the national tournament

level for the first time in university hisRiggle said his strong suit is geography, a statement backed up by the
tory.
They received an at-large bid, a place- team’s advisor, Guy Jordan, an assistant
ment and invitation given out to teams art professor. Jordan said Riggle is a
based on their performance that sea- good asset to the team.
son. This achievement came as a huge
“He’s going to be a monster by the
honor to the team,
time he’s a juand presented
nior and senior;
new challenges to
we’ll be going to
face opponents on it's a big milestone, nationals regua national level.
and we've come a larly if we keep
“It’s very excithim,”Jordansaid.
long way.
ing,” Riggle said.
Jordan, having participated
“It’s a big milein Quiz Bowl
stone, and we’ve
— Matthew Riggle
teams throughcome a long way.”
Huntsville, Ala., freshman
out his graduDespite being
ate and underthe only freshman
on the team, Riggle has enough credit graduate career, encourages the team
hours gained from his high school to practice and study for this tournayears to be considered a junior. He ment.
and the team, led by Conder, will begin
“I’m really proud of them,” Jordan
practicing more in preparation for the said. “I remember their first year playupcoming tournament.
ing they went to a tournament in Illi-

“

“

KAELY HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Elizabethtown MBA program awaits
lifelike telepresence on its website
MITCHELL GROGG
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU is expanding its offerings
for a professional master’s in business administration program to
Elizabethtown starting fall 2013.
Bob Hatfield, associate dean of
Graduate Programs and Research
for the Gordon Ford College of
Business, said this idea has been
discussed for years.
“We have had inquiries over that
time from people who would like
us to serve that area,” Hatfield
said.
He said the program has already
been successful in Owensboro. He
also noted that this new program
is set to use a remote teaching
method known as telepresence.
This will show a life-size picture
of professors and students in another room, as if looking into a
window to another class, to be
able to work with people in another location.

“It’s not your grandmother’s TV,”
Hatfield said. “What we create is
something that’s not been created
on this campus before. It is a window into that other room, and the
room tightly controlled.”
The telepresence system is designed with high-definition video
monitors that allow the people appearing on them to be life-size, to
help create the “window” effect.
Tamela Smith, manager of Interactive Video Services, said the
setup also includes overhead microphones in the ceiling of the
telepresence rooms for a more
natural atmosphere.
“We try to make it look easy, but
there’s a lot behind the scenes that
goes into it,” she said.
Part of the story behind the
scenes is the technology. Readymade telepresence systems run
between $300,000 and $500,000
per room. The one built by WKU’s
IT department came in closer to
$100,000 in costs for the electronic

equipment.
Keeping the cost down was one
of the challenges involved in the
project, according to Interactive
Video Services Engineer Todd
Hughes. He adds, however, that it
has been one of his most fun projects.
“It’s very much more a nonclassroom learning environment,
more so than a collaborative
learning environment,” he said.
These classrooms are designed
to resemble conference rooms
more than the traditional lecture
halls.
“There’s no sage on the stage approach,” said Hatfield.
Smith adds that the interactive
and remote-learning nature is a
help to people who want to pursue another degree, but also have
full-time jobs.
Hatfield said he expects to have
between eight and 20 students enrolled in the Elizabethtown professional MBA program fall 2013.

nois, and got beat pretty bad. It’s easy
to go and come back never wanting to
do it again, so I’m proud of them.”
The team will fund this trip through
the meets they have hosted on campus
for high school students.
Several competitions are set up and
hosted by the Academic Team to allow high school students to compete,
potentially recruit for coming seasons
and raise funds allowing them to travel
to competitions and pay needed fees.
Conder, who is captain and founder
of the team, said the team’s strong suits
are in history, current events and geography.
He said the team will incorporate
more individual study time into their
schedules, as well as team practices.
“I think it represents a lot of hard
work that we’ve put in in the last four
years,” he said. “We’ve achieved our
starting goal, and now our new goal is
to win nationals."
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multimedia

photo galleries
A TASTE OF EUROPE
EST. 1999
GREEK FOOD

LUNCH

DINNER
- Domestic Beer
$1.50 with meal
(only for Dinner)

15%

off
Lunch (11AM - 4PM)
Limited Time Only!
Daily Specials
-Moussaka
-Gyros Plate
-Spinakopita
-Fish

-Dollmados
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-Sandwiches

-

10% off Dinner
with Student ID
- Halal gyros available
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1006 STATE ST - BOWLING GREEN KY, 42101
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Opinion
STAFF EDITORIAL

FARM SCHOOL
Why it’s important to buy local
THE ISSUE: There is a movement to encourage people to purchase local food,
or eat “green.”
OUR STANCE: Students at WKU should
join in this movement to promote more
local consumption because of the benefits it provides.

L

ast weekend, WKU Americans for
Informed Democracy held a conference that taught students from WKU
and other schools about the importance of eating local food. It’s an issue
that pops up pretty frequently in Bowling Green, and specifically, around
campus. But many people may see the
buttons and the bumper stickers and
leave wondering what in the world is so
important about eating local.
There are various reasons for buying
and eating local, but a big perk to buying food that local farmers grow is the
boost it can give the local economy.
Without going into the old notes from
your freshman economics class, consumerism makes the world go ‘round,
regardless of how you may feel about
that.
Buying food locally will give local
farmers more money, which will increase their income, which will lead
them to make more purchases locally
and hire more people. This is something that groups like WKU AID are en-

couraging to happen in Bowling Green
and around the country.
Granted, none of this may seem all
that important to a college student who
will live in Bowling Green for maybe
four years. But here’s something to
consider: according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, less than
one percent of the United States’ population claim farming as an occupation.
That means only 960,000 people say
providing food for American families is
their principal occupation.
If we fail to support farmers locally,
it’s impossible to support them nationally. It’s no secret that the United States
is facing an unemployment issue. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the national unemployment rate
is currently 7.9 percent. Using the local
scale as a model in which farmers earn
more money and can thus hire more
workers for their farms (just a small
part of the ripple effects increasing
profits have on individuals), farmers
around the country can do so as well.
If people more heavily support their
farmers, they’ll be helping more people
than just the farmers in the long run.
In other words: Don’t let farming be a
dying art, because we’ve got to — you
know — eat.
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the Herald's 11-member
editoral board.

PEOPLE
POLL
“Do you think

there should
be more locally
grown food
options on
campus?”

“Yes, I think that we
need fresher, healthier
food options because
I’ve been trying to eat
healthy and the only
places I can go are
Topper Café and Greens
to Go.”
Olivia Hardesty,
Owensboro junior
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-Kendra Whitaker,
Milton sophomore
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“Yeah, because food on
campus sucks.”
Ethan Wade,
Owensboro junior

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
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wku.edu

The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few
guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed
250 words. Commentaries
should be about 500 words
and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

“Yes, absolutely.
Because I’m just
really big on healthy
eating. I’m very health
conscious. I’m not big
on processed foods.”
Taylor Northcutt,
Cincinnati senior

3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be
received by 7 p.m. on Sunday
and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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Lose 10 pounds the first week.
Call (270) 535-5183
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use
caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.

Friday's Crossword Solution

Friday's Sudoku Solutions

Across
1 "Wheel of Fortune"
emcee __ Sajak
4 Marcia of
"Desperate Housewives"
9 Newhart or Barker
12 Yoko __
13 Decorated war
hero and actor Murphy
14 Before, to a poet
15 Big Rock Candy,
for one: abbr.
16 Correct a text
17 Lend a hand to
18 Pocket breads
20 Overhanging roof
edges
22 Late-night host
26 Sports building
27 Actor on "The
A-Team"
28 Snakelike fish
29 Pub order
32 Prescribed amounts
35 Late-night host
39 "King __ Hill"
40 Actor Lew __
42 Speck
43 Actor Ballard of
"Numb3rs"
47 John Goodman's
role on "Roseanne"
48 Popeye's Olive
49 Actress Sophia __
50 Wallach or
Marienthal
51 Mailman's beat: abbr.
52 "Garden __";
movie for Zach Braff
and Natalie Portman
53 OPQ followers

Down
1 "__ and
Circumstance";
song played at graduations
2 Prank; caper
3 Role for Jay Silverheels
4 Actor Sid
5 Mai tai ingredient
6 "__ to Billie Joe"
7 Envy or sloth, e.g.
8 Passover dinner
9 "Leave It to __"
10 "Murder on the __
Express"

@N8Ball615
Shout out #WKU cheerleaders ! Seeing y̓all work it
on ESPN-sent 2/24

GO
TOPS!

@love_Emilyyyyy
my English professor signs
letters with “Carpe diem,”
and then his name. #howawesome #wku -sent 2/24
@therealkpeezy
why doesn't #WKU do a
dance marathon? I'd be so
down -sent 2/23
@calliebeth93: Stalking
people for their parking spots
#WKUprobs -sent 2/20

Be sure to
watch WKU vs.
South Alabama this
Thursday at 7PM!

Android App

iPhone App
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@wkuherald
@wkuheraldsports
@wkuheraldnews
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13 days until
Spring Break!

CLASSIFIEDS
MISCELLANEOUS
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@joe_fmccarty: Thinking about everything I
learned in school kept me
up for at least an hour last
night...#highereducation
#wkuprobs -sent 2/20

11 Bunks and berths
19 Ortiz of "Ugly
Betty"
21 Goal; purpose
23 Impoverished
24 __ these
days; eventually
25 Light wood
often used for rafts
29 Champion
auto racer
30 "__ People,
Big World"
31 Hemingway's
monogram
33 Role on "Seinfeld"

34 Wily; crafty
36 Breakfast, lunch
and dinner
37 "Law & __"
38 Actress Patricia
and family
39 Skunk's defense
41 In a __; miffed
44 "A __ Like Love";
movie for
Ashton Kutcher
and Amanda Peet
45 Paul's cousin
on "Mad About You"
46 "How I __
Your Mother"
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Cheer it on
High school cheer takes over Diddle

Members of Holy Cross High School celebrate after receiving The Kentucky High School Athletic Association competitive cheer championships took place
third in the coed division KHSAA State Competivite Cheerleading on Saturday at Diddle Arena from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. This is the first year KHSAA has hosted the
Championships. JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD
competition, and some of the attendees said they really enjoyed having WKU as the venue. JABIN
BOTSFORD/HERALD
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And the winner was...
the big screen.

BEN CONNIFF & RYAN PAIT
Columnists
Oscars Recap - Ben Conniff
Correct guesses: 6 out of 10
Christoph Waltz wins Best Supporting Actor
In the first of a few surprises from
Sunday’s 85th annual Academy
Awards, Christoph Waltz took
home the Best Supporting Actor Oscar for his performance as
Dr. King Schultz in “Django Unchained.” Despite this being the
most truly scattershot category of
the night, most pundits believed
Tommy Lee Jones would be the
winner for his performance in
“Lincoln.”
Ang Lee takes home Best Director
prize
Ang Lee, director of “Life of Pi,”
proved Sunday that to the underdog sometimes go the spoils. His
stiffest competition came in the
form of Steven Spielberg, who, for
a while, looked as if he had this
prize in the bag with Ben Affleck
out of the way. But I’m glad the
Academy decided to reward Lee
for his valiant and unprecedented
efforts in bringing Yann Martel’s
seemingly “unfilmable” novel to
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BIG SCREEN TVs!
BEER SPECIALS!

“Argo” actually pulls it off
In what really should come as no
surprise, “Argo” pulled through to
take the Oscar for Best Picture of
the Year. It didn’t look like much of
a race after “Argo” racked up “Best
Movie” wins at the Critics’ Choice,
Golden Globes, BAFTA and even
earned a SAG award for its excellent acting performances.
Seth MacFarlane nails it
When the announcement first arrived over a month ago, I was ecstatic to hear that Seth MacFarlane,
creator of “Family Guy,” would be
hosting this year’s proceedings.
I’ve always admired the guy for his
sharp sense of humor and for the
entertainment value that follows
him everywhere he goes. A hilarious opening repertoire with William Shatner, singing, dancing and
some of MacFarlane’s scathing
humor made this Oscars show feel
like old-fashioned Hollywood. I’ll
take him as host over Billy Crystal,
Anne Hathaway or James Franco
any day.
Oscars Recap – Ryan Pait
Correct Guesses: 7 out of 10
Oscar Surprises:
Jennifer Lawrence actually wins
Best Actress after being the frontrunner
Lawrence has been a frontrunner
in this category from the beginning, but seemed threatened by
Emmanuelle Riva of “Amour” and
Jessica Chastain of “Zero Dark
Thirty” during various points in

the race. Best Actress was a very
tough category this year, but Lawrence was actually able to sustain all of her pre-Oscars buzz all
the way up to her win on the Oscars stage. She may have literally
tripped on her way up, but Lawrence came out looking like a winner.

“Brave” upsets “Wreck-It Ralph”
in Best Animated Feature
I have never been happier about
being wrong. Despite what my
heart (and brain) told me, I begrudgingly predicted that the
ultimately forgettable “WreckIt Ralph” would win, because it
seemed like a surefire winner.
“Brave” was my favorite animated
film of 2012, and it definitely deserved the win last night. I love being wrong.

“Zero Dark Thirty” and “Skyfall”
tie for Best Sound Editing
According to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’s
online database, this is only the
sixth time that there’s been a tie
over an Oscar statuette. The last
time was in 1994, and perhaps
the most famous time was when
Katharine Hepburn and Barbra
Streisand tied for Lead Actress in
1968. And if any category deserved
a tie, it was this one: both “Zero
Dark Thirty” and “Skyfall” had impeccable sound editing. The military operations and explosions in
“Zero Dark Thirty” were amazingly
realistic, and the train and subway
sequences in “Skyfall” are worthy
on their own. Good call, academy.

PROUD LOADED GRILLERS
TO SUPPORT

WKU

BEEFY NACHO Š LOADED POTATO
SPICY BUFFALO CHICKEN

MTN DEW 1802 Russellville Rd.
®
™

BAJA BLAST FREEZE
LIVE MÁS

2460 Nashville Rd.
2628 Scottsville Rd.
1162 W. 31 Bypass
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Heard strives for excellent finish to season
TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Tops are entering
the final home stretch of the
season with the last two games
being vital for Sun Belt tournament positioning.
WKU (20-7, 13-5 SBC) is currently second in the conference and has earned a first
round bye for the tournament,
but with two remaining games
could earn anywhere between
the No. 1 and 5 seed.
The Lady Toppers will face
South Alabama on Wednesday
and Middle Tennessee State
on Saturday.
With a win over either opponent, WKU would lock up at
least the third seed in the conference tournament.
With a win over both, and a

MTSU loss to Troy, the Lady ago.
Toppers would come away
WKU turned the ball over 23
with a share of the conference times in that game and were
championship and the top bothered by the Lady Jaguars’
seed in the tournament.
size advantage.
Coach
Michelle
Heard said she’s goClark-Heard said she
ing to have to change
is paying attention
things up defensively
to the seeding, but
this time around.
ultimately is more
“We still had enconcerned about her
ergy in the second
own team.
half,” Heard said.
“That’s the only
“It was just one of
thing we can conthose games. If we
trol,” Heard said. “I’m
would’ve had five
just excited we don’t
more minutes in
HEARD
have to play on the
that game, I think it
Women's
first day.”
would’ve been a difThe Lady Toppers’ basketball coach ferent turnaround.”
last two games come
After Wednesday’s game, the
against opponents who de- Lady Toppers will turn around
feated them on the road this and face the No. 1 team in the
season – USA defeated WKU Sun Belt on Saturday, Middle
in Mobile, Ala., 56-46 a month Tennessee State.

MTSU holds its own destiny
and with a win against WKU
would seal the No. 1 seed in
the conference tournament.
The Lady Raiders are ranked
No. 7 on College Insider’s Top25 mid-major rankings and is
ranked 52 in the NCAA’s RPI.
The first game against MTSU
was a much closer game than
the 79-57 score would suggest.
The Lady Toppers shot just
33.3 percent from the field but
cut the lead to a one-possession game late in the second
half.
Sophomore guard Alexis Govan and sophomore forward
Chastity Gooch combined to
score 46 of WKU’s 57 points.
This time around, the Lady
Toppers will need more contribution from the rest of the
team.

For Heard, this season has
been about as successful as
one could imagine for a first
year head coach.
Last year, the Lady Toppers
finished 9-21 overall and 5-11
in the Sun Belt.
Winning just one of their two
games this week would give
the Lady Toppers the largest
turnaround in conference history.
Heard said she feels fortunate to be in the situation she’s
in.
“I have a lot of friends who
got head coaching jobs this
year and are struggling some,”
she said. “I’m very fortunate,
I know that. There were a lot
of games that were close and
could have gone either way.
We were fortunate to get out of
some of those games.”

The Sun Belt Conference Indoor Track and Field Championships ended after
the Herald's press deadline.Visit www.wkuherald.com for full coverage of the event.

SWIMMING

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

held at the University of Houston Campus Recreation and Wellness Center Natatorium, the men raced well enough for 23 NCAA
provisional cut times to apply for the NCAA tournament in Indianapolis. Those results usually take a little over a week to determine
national tournament bids.
Marchionda said the senior leadership and performance, a great
Florida winter training trip and the determination of the men’s
squad were key factors in the impressive number of broken program records at the tournament.
He said while the Toppers were disappointed to be coming home
with silver, they should still take pride in their work in Houston.
“They know what they did,” Marchionda said. “A lot of people
will not understand how well they did this weekend. Don’t understand how well they swam this weekend, how they elevated the
program.”
While they wait in hopes of qualifying for the postseason, the
women’s squad will hit the familiar road to Texas, destination
Dallas, for the Sun Belt Conference Tournament, which begins
Wednesday.
With a strong Lady Topper showing at the conference tournament, coach Marchionda said he hopes to represent Topper nation well at the NCAA tournament.
“We’re hoping to have a handful move on to the national championship. We’re hoping to take more guys than ever before in program history,” he said. “Only time will tell.”

going to be right there with
our pitching staff, we just
have to help them out.”
The next day proved to be
a different story entirely for
Myers’ team. WKU was able
to get its bats going early
and often in game two.
After only scoring 11 runs
in its last three games, the
Toppers broke through on
Saturday, plating 12 runs off
15 hits. Not only was WKU
effective at the plate, the
team took advantage of its
opportunities, recording six
hits with runners in scoring
position.
“That is our potential right
there,” coach Matt Myers
said. “That was good to see,
especially since we weren’t
as sharp on the mound. It

PERRY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
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inside-the-park home run. Perry said
base running is vital to moving forward.
“It was tremendous,” Perry said.
“Speed never goes in a slump, so if you
can have your fast players out there
putting the ball down, it’s a big threat…
so for our speed players to keep playing the way that they are it’s going to be

huge for us.”
Perry said the Lady Toppers are improving and capitalizing on early-season opportunities.
“I feel like we’re getting better every
game,” Perry said. “Hopefully, we’ll
peak at the right time…we’re using
these early games to shift things around
and look at different lineups and look
at different players in different spots, so
we’re getting what we need out of the
early games and at the same time we’re
getting better with each game.”

was neat to answer back like
that.”
Two WKU catchers had
solo home runs in Saturday’s match-up. Sophomore
Ryan Messex started the
fourth inning with a leadoff
blast, the first of his career,
to tie the game. Later in the
eighth inning, senior Devin
Kelly, designated hitter for
the game, recorded his first
home run of the season to
extend the Topper lead.
“It felt good,” Messex said.
“But anybody that gets in
the box, we have confidence in to get the job done.
We were just trying to start
something for the team and
get back on top right there.”
Five WKU players had
multi-hit games, eight of
the nine starters had at least
one hit, and six had at least
one RBI on Saturday. The
win ended a six-game losing
streak to Central Michigan.

On Sunday, the Toppers
were able to keep the bats
going, recording 10 hits on
the day.
WKU scored a couple runs
in the third inning and a
run in both the seventh and
eighth to win the game 4-2.
The bullpen was again
lights out for the Toppers,
pitching five innings on
Sunday and only allowing
one hit and no runs.
“I think we’re going to be
good like everybody said,”
junior pitcher Tanner Perkins said. “I think this is going to kick start our offense
and hopefully we can roll
through the two mid-week
games.”
WKU will go on the road
for the first time this season as they play Belmont
(5-2) on Tuesday at 4 p.m.
in Nashville. The two teams
will play again the next day
in Bowling Green at 3 p.m.
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Perry sets milestone as winningest softball coach
KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

History was set at the annual
Hilltopper Classic this weekend as the Lady Toppers won
three of four games.
With a victory over Dayton in
the tournament’s final game,
coach Tyra Perry became the
winningest coach in WKU softball history. Perry has recorded
158 wins in her six seasons at
WKU.

“It feels great, because it
means we won some games,”
Perry said. “All of those types
of things are special because
of the group that you’re with
and the coaching staff that we
have.”
Due to field conditions at
Buchanon Park, day one of the
tournament was held at the
WKU Softball Complex, where
the Lady Toppers beat Valparaiso 3-0.
Junior pitcher Emily Rous-

seau struck out a career-high
11 batters and gave up just one
hit against Valparaiso.
“It was just exciting because
it was the first home game for
us,” Rousseau said. “I guess it
was just the adrenaline. They
just feel confident in me, and I
feel confident in myself.”
Senior outfielder Katrina
Metoyer hit the first home run
of the year for WKU in the 3-0
victory.
The Lady Toppers fell to

Pittsburgh 6-4 on day two. Junior infielder Olivia Watkins
went 4-4 at the plate and junior infielder Amanda Thomas
had two hits and three RBIs.
WKU (5-3) went on to beat
Western Michigan in game
two of the Saturday doubleheader by a score of 5-2.
Rousseau improved to 3-1
on the season after striking
out nine batters and giving
up just two runs on five hits.
Sophomore Jacqueline McGill

finished with two hits and two
RBIs.
Sophomore pitcher Janna
Scheff earned her first win of
the season in the 7-2 victory
over Dayton. She pitched all
seven innings and gave up just
two earned runs on five hits.
The Lady Toppers scored
seven runs on 14 hits, four of
them coming in the first inning. Sophomore infielder
Shawna Sadler recorded an
SEE PERRY PAGE 7

SWIMMING

Swimmers take
second at C-USA
championship
LAURA BERANEK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The men’s swimming and diving
squad spent the weekend in Houston competing in the Conference USA
tournament in hopes of bringing the
gold back to WKU.
Despite sitting atop the leaderboards
in many events and breaking multiple
school records, the Toppers eventually
took second place, behind Southern
Methodist.
WKU, who finished the tournament
with 907.5 points, and the defending
champion SMU were neck-and-neck
throughout the conference tournament, but the gold medal came down
to the results of the last two events.
The Mustangs finished on top with
967 points.
Coach Bruce Marchionda said he’s
proud of his squad’s accomplishments
despite finishing just short of firstplace.
“It was a phenomenal effort. We set 12
school records in three days,” he said.
He said WKU’s efforts were even more
impressive to him because of the level
of competition C-USA provides, including a top-25 squad in SMU.
Throughout the C-USA invitational,
SEE SWIMMING PAGE 7

Hilltoppers and Louisiana-Monroe Warhawks fight for a rebound during the WKU vs. ULM game at Diddle Arena in Bowling
Green on ThursdayW. WKU won 75-57. JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

Back on track
Toppers start stretch run with two wins
LUCAS AULBACH

BASEBALL

SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Toppers go
2-1 at home
against CMU

WKU took a big step
towards securing a firstround bye in the upcoming
Sun Belt Conference Tournament over the weekend.
The Toppers, who are
averaging 67.3 points per
game this year, lit up the
scoreboard in wins against
Louisiana-Monroe Thursday and Louisiana-Lafayette Saturday. They beat
the Warhawks 75-57 and
the Ragin’ Cajuns 88-77.
That
88-point
total
against ULL was the second-highest this season for
WKU (15-14, 9-9 SBC).
The fact that the wins
snapped a three-game losing streak was the icing on
the cake for the Toppers,
junior guard Brandon Harris said.
“Any win is nice,” Harris
said. “I don’t care if you’ve
won 10 in a row, the next
win is still a good win, you
know what I mean?”
The Topper defense also
showed improvement after giving up two 80-point
games in two losses in Florida last weekend. WKU was
able to to record 17 more
rebounds than ULM Thursday and 11 more than ULL
Saturday.
Junior forward Kene Anyigbo said the Toppers spent
time on defense in practice
over the week after those
losses in Florida.
“We spent the whole week
pretty much emphasizing
on defense,” Anyigbo said.
“We had two-a-days the

AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Despite dropping game one of a
three-game set against Central Michigan, the WKU baseball team was able
to win games two and three to take the
series this weekend.
The Toppers got off to a slow start Friday and would lose the game 4-2. Both
of WKU’s runs came in the ninth inning
as they sent eight batters to the plate in
the final frame.
Central Michigan was able to capitalize on a couple of mistakes by the Toppers early including scoring a run in the
first inning without getting a hit. In fact,
CMU didn’t record its first hit until the
fourth inning.
Senior pitcher Tim Bado pitched well
for WKU (3-3) in his second start of the
season, allowing two hits, two runs,
and striking out seven in 4.2 innings of
work.
“I’m definitely starting to get the feel
of it a little bit more,” Bado said. “I didn’t
really fill up the zone like I needed to today, but I felt a lot better than I did last
week.”
Throughout the game, WKU was not
able to convert on its opportunities.
The team left 10 men on base throughout the course of the game and didn’t
record a hit until the fifth inning.
“Our pitching staff is going to keep
you right in the game,” Myers said. “I
mean, we didn’t pitch great tonight,
but it was a 4-2 game in the ninth. We’re
SEE BASEBALL PAGE 7

first two days, and it was
pretty much defense, defense, defense.”
While lockdown defense
was the key in the win over
ULM, offense was the story
of the game against ULL.
The Toppers shot the
lights out in the first half
against the Ragin’ Cajuns,
hitting six-of-10 threepointers and netting a season-high 53 points in the
first half. They finished with
a shooting percentage of 50
percent from the field and
10-of-20 from beyond the
arc.
Harris and sophomore
guard T.J. Price were WKU’s
catalysts on offense Saturday as each hit four-ofseven three-point attempts.

Price finished with 23
points and Harris finished
with 16, all of which came
in the second half.
Senior point guard Jamal
Crook also had his fingerprints all over both wins. He
had 13 points and seven assists against the Warhawks
and 21 points and six assists
against the Ragin’ Cajuns.
Coach Ray Harper said
Thursday that the game
against ULM was one of
Crook’s best performances
since returning to the court
after breaking his foot in
December.
“Jamal was back tonight,”
Harper said. “That’s the first
time since coming off his
injury that he was able to
move and push the basket-

ball, move laterally like he
was pre-injury.”
The Toppers will need the
good times to keep rolling
this week to have a shot at
earning a first-round bye
in the Sun Belt Conference
Tournament, which starts
March 8.
At 9-9 in the conference,
WKU is currently tied with
Arkansas-Little Rock for
the fifth seed in the tourney
with two games to go. The
top five seeds earn a first
round bye.
WKU will face South Alabama Thursday at 7 p.m.
and Middle Tennessee
Saturday at 5:30 p.m. in its
final two games of the regular season. Both games will
take place at Diddle Arena.

Senior guard Jamal Crook (14) charges through the Louisiana-Monroe Warhawks defense
during the WKU vs. ULM game at Diddle Arena in Bowling Green on Thursday. WKU won 7557. JABIN BOTSFORD/HERALD

